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Student placement

Many of you will have recently no-
ticed that there are quite a few
young people in our Box Hill of-
fice. Currently the Society is host-
ing 5 students (a record high!), who
have come from 4 universities com-
pleting their social work or counsel-
ling placements. Yes, a team of
young buddies! They are here to
gain professional experience specif-
ic to their field of interest and to put
theory into practice in real-life situ-
ations. They have the opportunity to
work in group and individual set-
tings, learn about communication
skills and community services. In
particular, they will learn to deal
with challenges in confronting is-
sues relating to death and bereave-
ment.
I remember the very first student I
agreed to offer a placement was a
Chinese counselling student from
Monash University. That was al-
most 14 years ago. She came to my
office and asked if she could be my
placement student at CCSV. At the
time I felt that I had no choice but
to decline her request on the basis
that we were a very small charity
and I did not have ample experience
in supervising students. She was
almost in tears! She said she could-
n’t finish her study if she did not go
through a placement. She had
knocked on the doors of many
agencies but had not been able to
get a placement due to language
2

difficulties! Since then, our charity
has grown in size and I have taken
placement students from various
universities on a regular basis.
Hosting university students do
have benefits, albeit with some sac-
rifice. While they can relieve some
of our workloads, they need super-
vision that takes a lot of my time.
On a positive note, university stu-
dents bring new ideas, energy and
vitality, and most importantly, skills
in modern technology that we are
short of. Although hosting students
has made me work harder, they
were a pleasure to teach. Amazing-
ly, they have made me feel younger
when [ have a chance to mingle and
talk to them.
Up to now, I have taken almost 30
students on, each with different ca-
pabilities, strengths and weakness-
es. But to me, having commitment
and willingness to learn is what I
am looking for. Quite a number of
my students remain as volunteers
and contribute their knowledge and
time back to the Society which is
wonderful to see. Some of them
have returned to their home coun-
tries while others secured a job or
pursued in other career paths local-
ly. I am proud that our Society has
played a part in their professional
and personal development. I am
proud that our Society plays a role
in social responsibility. And I am
especially proud of our efforts to
help shape the generations of the
future.
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